Changing relationships : Re-activating student and staff engagement in the design studio learning environment by Satherley, Shannon D.
This is the author’s version of a work that was submitted/accepted for pub-
lication in the following source:
Satherley, Shannon D. (2009) Changing relationships : Re-activating stu-
dent and staff engagement in the design studio learning environment.
In QUT Teaching and Learning Support Services ’Revisiting University
Teaching’ program for mid-career academics : ’Innovations in Teaching
at QUT’ presentations, 22 October 2009, QUT Kelvin Grove campus, Bris-
bane QLD. (Unpublished)
This file was downloaded from: http://eprints.qut.edu.au/59777/
c© Copyright 2009 Shannon Satherley
Notice: Changes introduced as a result of publishing processes such as
copy-editing and formatting may not be reflected in this document. For a
definitive version of this work, please refer to the published source:
Innovations in Teaching at QUT 
Shannon Satherley 
Lecturer, School of Design 
Faculty of Built Environment & Engineering 
Changing Relationships:  
 
Re-activating Student and Staff 
Engagement in the Design Studio 
Learning Environment 
Overview 
 
Background: the design studio learning environment 
 
The issues 
 
The response: changing relationships 
 
So far: activation achievements 
 
So far: activation challenges 
 
Thoughts on wider applicability 
 
Changing Relationships: Re-activating Student and Staff Engagement   
        in the Design Studio Learning Environment 
Issue: 
 a perceived lack of engagement of students and casual 
 staff in the design studio learning context. 
 
 
Response:  
 to invert the usual QUT design studio delivery structure to 
 re-activate the learning environment to engage students 
 and casual staff more effectively in the teaching and 
 learning process. 
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There is no single ‘right’ answer   
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Background: the design studio learning environment    
Traditional expectation of lengthy one-to-one tuition  
The Issues         
 
Landscape Architecture Design 
Studio 
DLB410 
1 hr lecture, 3 hrs tutorial per week: 
2002: 06 students, 1 lecturer 
2005: 30 students, 1 lecturer, 2 tutors 
2008: 60 students, 1 lecturer, 3 tutors 
The Issues         
DLB410 staff believe student engagement with studio learning is falling. 
 
Our evidence is anecdotal, in the areas of: 
 attendance 
 participation 
 learning 
 performance 
 
My diagnosis includes: 
 increased class size means very little one-to-one time - students 
 tend to feel ‘anonymous’ 
 increase in teaching by casual tutors with varied levels of experience 
 and assurance 
 
Anecdotally, these issues are common across the SOD 
 
It just so happened ...      
The “Australasian Survey of Student Experience ... rests on an 
understanding that student learning is influenced by how a student 
participates in educationally purposeful activities, and on how 
institutions and staff generate conditions to stimulate involvement.”  
       
     (BEE ADTL) 
 
 
    Focus of 2009 t&l grants 
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The Studio Project 
Traditionally at QUT, studio is taught using the following base format: 
The inverted studio teaching structure takes the following format: 
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Lecture series: all 4 lecturers + guests 
Aim: to change the relationships between students, staff, the whole class, 
and the unit content.  
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So far: activation challenges       
A lot rides on the enthusiasm and competence of the casual staff 
 
It costs $ + time (theirs and ours) to train casual staff 
 
There will not be the extra $ next time 
 
Very tricky if a staff member is ill 
 
Co-ordination increased prior to semester, but then decreased during 
 
Students sometimes think the other class did something ‘better’ 
 
Marking moderation is challenging 
 
 
A few thoughts on possible wider applicability ...     
Core knowledge and skills to be taught: but students could choose 
their tute based on an application/ case study/ etc? 
 
Tutors could be invited to contribute suggested applications/ case 
studies 
 
Tutors could be invited to do a ‘guest’ tutorial – come up with a 
lesson plan 
 
Tutors could be asked to select a reading 
 
Tutors could give short talks on themselves and what they do 
 
In large classes – link lecture attendance day to tute group 
Innovations in Teaching at QUT 
Shannon Satherley 
Lecturer, School of Design 
Faculty of Built Environment & Engineering 
Changing Relationships:  
 
Activating the Design Studio Learning 
Environment 
